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Police violence and hate violence can go hand in 
hand. W

hen cops approach or harass you: 
 S

tay calm
 –The police m

ay stop and detain you if they 
have a reasonable suspicion you com

m
itted, are 

com
m

itting, or are about to com
m

it a crim
e. 

C
arry a form

 of ID
 – For trans &

 gender non-
conform

ing folks, it m
ay be a good idea to carry around a 

copy of your legal nam
e change docum

ents along w
ith 

your ID
. If you are arrested, you m

ay not be placed w
ith 

your ow
n gender, but w

ith w
hatever gender the police 

decide to assign you, or you m
ay be placed alone. For 

im
m

igrants (docum
ented and undocum

ented) stopped by 
police for a m

inor offense, you m
ay have your im

m
igration 

status under review
. G

et a law
yer w

ho w
orks on 

im
m

igration issues for LG
B

TS
TG

N
C

 people (i.e. the 
S

ylvia R
ivera Law

 P
roject). D

o not volunteer inform
ation 

about your im
m

igration status. A
sk to speak to a law

yer.  
Y

ou can say “no” to a search – P
olice m

ay frisk 
search you or pat you dow

n if you’re believed to be a 
danger to others. D

o not resist or push aw
ay, but tell the 

cop(s) that you do not give approval to any further search. 
W

rite dow
n the badge num

ber – G
et the cop’s 

badge num
ber, nam

e or other details. A
lso gather the 

nam
e and num

bers of any w
itnesses nearby. 

S
tay silent – If you are arrested, you can say nothing 

and talk to a law
yer before speaking to police. W

hatever 
you do say m

ay be used against you later in court. W
ith a 

law
yer, you can explain your side later in court. 

G
et an attorney (law

yer) – If you have a law
yer, ask 

to see the law
yer im

m
ediately, or dial one of the LE

G
AL 

H
E

LP num
bers to get a law

yer. 
A

fter an arrest, you can m
ake a phone call – 

W
hen you are taken to a precinct or booking station for 

processing, ask police to contact a fam
ily m

em
ber or 

friend. D
O

 N
O

T share details of w
hy you w

ere stopped 
and arrested over the phone, even w

ith your friends and 
fam

ily. Let the person you are calling know
 how

 you are 
doing, w

here you are being held, and to call a law
yer if 

one has not been brought to you. 
 

 
 

To volunteer and learn m
ore about the S.O

.S. 
C

ollective and the A
udre Lorde Project, 

reach us at the contact inform
ation below

: 
   

The A
udre Lorde Project 

85 S. O
xford Street, B

rooklyn, N
Y, 11217 

Telephone: 718.596.0342, ext. 22 
W

ebsite: w
w

w
.alp.org 

E-m
ail: edixon@

alp.org 
 

The A
udre Lorde P

roject (ALP
) is a Lesbian, G

ay, 
B

isexual, Tw
o S

pirit and Transgender P
eople of 

C
olor center for com

m
unity organizing, focusing on 

the N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity area. Through m
obilization, 

education and capacity-building, w
e w

ork for 
com

m
unity w

ellness and progressive social and 
econom

ic justice. C
om

m
itted to struggling across 

differences, w
e seek to responsibly reflect, represent 

and serve our various com
m

unities. 
      

 
The S.O

.S. C
ollective thanks FIER

C
E! and the 

C
enter for A

nti-violence Education (C
A

E) for 
sharing their inform

ation on  
hate violence prevention. 
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 Tips and tactics to challenge 
hate violence  
  H

ow
 to deal w

ith police stops 
  Phone num

bers for legal help 
and em

ergency room
s 

     
B
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O
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O
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 C
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U
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IT

IE
S

 B
Y

: 
 

T
he S

afe O
U

T
side the S

ystem
 (S

.O
.S

.) 
C

ollective, an anti-violence organizing 
group at the A

udre Lorde P
roject of 

Lesbian, G
ay, B

isexual, T
w

o S
pirit, 

T
ransgender, G

ender N
on-C

onform
ing 

(LG
B

T
S

T
G

N
C

) P
eople of C

olor. 
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 Leave a trail - Let som

eone you trust know
 your plans 

for the night. Tell them
 in advance the neighborhood 

and/or venue you w
ill be at, and how

 you are getting 
there. If you go som

eplace else w
hile you are out, call or 

text-m
essage them

 your change of plans. 
K

now
 your surroundings – R

em
em

ber the location, 
street nam

es, intersection or buildings that stand out. 
E

specially note any storefronts that stay open late. 
H

ave a travel buddy – Take a friend or som
eone you 

trust w
hen leaving a place at night, w

aiting for the bus or 
train, or heading to unfam

iliar places. 
N

o travel buddy? - S
tay alert. Look confident w

hile 
w

alking on the street or w
aiting for the bus. In subw

ays, 
w

ait next to the conductor's booth for trains. 
K

eep your cell phone ready - P
rogram

 the num
bers 

of friends, fam
ily, the A

nti-Violence P
roject (A

V
P

), or 
anyone w

ho can help you should you face or w
itness hate 

violence. If you don't have a cell phone, find the nearest 
public pay phone, so keep spare quarters! 
K

eep it m
ovin’ – If som

eone or a group is w
alking 

tow
ards you, do not be afraid to cross the street or enter a 

store to avoid them
. D

o the sam
e thing for som

eone 
follow

ing you either on foot or in a car. Trust your 
instincts. 
S

C
R

E
A

M
!! - M

ake a scene! Y
ell “I don’t know

 you!” or “I 
don’t know

 this person.” C
arry a w

histle to blow
, or yell 

“FIR
E

!!” Let the w
hole block know

 that you or som
eone 

else is being harassed by a stranger. 
R

un if you can - Look for open businesses to run inside 
w

hen being attacked. D
on't forget to shout! 

P
rotect yourself! – G

uard your head and face w
ith 

both forearm
s. If you are throw

n to the ground, try to land 
on your butt or on your side, and tuck your head into your 
chest. If the attacker is standing over you, kick one of your 
legs out to hit the attacker’s knees or groin area. 
R

EM
EM

B
ER

 TO
 G

ET A
W

A
Y A

S SO
O

N
 A

S YO
U

 C
A

N
. 

B
uild R

elationships – G
et to know

 your neighbors, 
the storeow

ners, and people around your block. They are 
a part of your com

m
unity! They can look out for you if 

you’re harassed, just as you can do the sam
e for them

. 
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You can D
O

 SO
M

ETH
IN

G
 if you see som

eone 
getting harassed or attacked!! 

S
hout or scream

 to alert the harasser(s)/attacker(s) 
that you are w

atching. Y
ell “FIR

E
” or anything to let the 

attacker(s) know
 people w

ill be outside and help the 
survivor. 
If you are not able to intervene, use your cam

era 
cell phone or digital cam

era’s m
ovie m

ode to capture 
the attacker(s) on video. This w

ill help later the 
survivor(s) in holding their attackers accountable. 
G

et a good look at the attackers bothering the 
survivor. N

ote w
hat clothes, shoes, and hats they’re 

w
earing, how

 tall they are com
pared to their targets, or 

any distinguishing feature to them
. 

H
elp the survivor(s) to a safer location w

hen 
the harassers/attackers leave, unless their injuries 
require an am

bulance to pick them
 up instead. If the 

victim
 needs em

ergency m
edical attention, contact one 

of the local em
ergency room

s listed on the next flap.  
H

E
LP

 O
T

H
E

R
S

 H
A

R
A

S
S

E
D

 B
Y

 P
O

LIC
E

: 
Form

 a circle, at a safe distance, around the 
scene if the harassers are cops, so that the cops 
know

 that there are w
itnesses to how

 they act tow
ards 

the person(s) they stop. It is not a crim
e to assem

ble 
and observe. 
Look for each cop’s badge num

ber and nam
e. 

W
rite them

 dow
n or m

em
orize them

 to share w
ith the 

survivor(s) and/or nearby w
itnesses at a later tim

e. 
A

t a safe distance, take video of the cops, so 
that there is visible proof of the police’s behavior 
tow

ards the person(s) they stop. Taking pictures w
ill 

also help docum
ent the incident. 

 A
N

O
T

H
E

R
 B

IG
 W

A
Y

 T
O

 H
E

LP
 E

A
C

H
 O

T
H

E
R

: 

O
rganize! 

 W
e have a responsibility to ourselves and to each 

other to stop the violence. Talk to others w
ho've 

experienced violence, hold vigils, actions, or 
dem

onstrations, join the S.O
.S. C

ollective, get 
inform

ed, and get som
e real change done in our 

com
m

unities! 
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Em
ergency room

s in B
rooklyn: 

B
rooklyn H

ospital, Fort G
reene, 121 D

ekalb 
A

venue, (bet. A
shland P

l &
 B

rooklyn Tech P
l),  

718.250.8000 
C

oney Island H
ospital, C

oney Island, 2601 
O

cean P
arkw

ay, (bet. A
ve. Z &

 S
hore P

kw
y), 

718.616.3000 
K

ings C
ounty H

ospital, C
row

n H
eights, 451 

C
larkson A

ve., (bet. N
ew

 Y
ork A

ve. &
 E

. 37th S
t.), 

718.245.3131 
Long Island C

ollege H
ospital, C

obble H
ill, 97 

A
m

ity S
t, (bet. H

enry S
t. &

 H
icks S

t.), 
718.780.1972 
N

ew
 York M

ethodist H
ospital, P

ark S
lope, 506 

6th S
treet (bet. 7th and 8th A

ves.), 718.780.3148 
W

oodhull M
edical, B

ed-S
tuy/B

ushw
ick/W

illiam
s-

burg, 760 B
roadw

ay, (at the corner of Flushing 
A

ve), 718.963.8000 
W

yckoff H
eights M

edical, B
ushw

ick/Q
ueens, 374 

S
tockholm

 S
t, (bet. S

t. N
icholas &

 W
yckoff A

ves.), 
718.963.7272 
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G
ay &

 Lesbian A
nti-V

iolence P
roject, 

212.714.1184 
N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity A

lliance A
gainst S

exual 
A

ssault, 212-523-4344  
 Legal H

elp: 
N

ew
 York C

ivil Liberties U
nion, 212.607.3300 

N
ational Law

yers G
uild [N

YC
], 212.679.5100 

Sylvia R
ivera Law

 Project, 212.337.8550 
G

ay &
 Lesbian A

nti-Violence Project, 
212.714.1184 
U

rban Justice C
enter, 646.602.5600 

 If som
eone you know

 w
ho has been arrested call 

C
entral B

ooking in your borough: 
B

ronx 718.374.5880 
B

rooklyn 718.875.6586 
M

anhattan 212.374.5880 
Q

ueens 718.268.4528 
Staten Island 718.876.8490 

 


